
 

 

City of Arvada 
Design Review Advisory Committee 

Agenda 
FEBRUARY 15, 2024 

 
 
Info: 720-898-7435  
 
Members: 
Debbie Pearson, Olde Town Residents Representative 
Scott Spears, Business Owner Representative 
William Cheever, At-Large Representative 
Danielle Vorthmann, At-Large Representative 
Fong Lee, At-Large Representative 
Peter Kazura, Olde Town BID Representative 
Steve Byers, Arvada Historical Society Representative 
 

Staff Members Usually Present: 
Jessica Garner, Dir. of Community and Econ Development   
Emily Grogg, Senior Assistant City Attorney 
Rob Smetana, Planning Manager 
Claudia Vaughan,  Manager of Development Engineering 
Josie Suk, Systems and Administrative Manager 
Heidi Van Gieson, Administrative Specialist 
Dixielee Rodriguez, Administrative Specialist 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM 
9:00 AM 

 
 
    
1. CALL TO ORDER 
    
2. ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
    
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  A. October 19, 2023 Meeting Minutes 
    
4. APPLICATIONS 
  A. Certificate of Compliance with Design Guidelines for a New Canopy at 7611 Grandview Ave 
    
5. OTHER ITEMS 
    
6. ADJOURN 
 



‭DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE‬
‭SUMMARY OF MEETING MINUTES‬

‭October 19, 2023‬
‭AT 9:00 A.M.‬

‭Design Review Committee minutes are not an exact transcript and represent key points and the‬
‭basis of discussion.‬

‭1.‬ ‭CALL TO ORDER –‬‭9:12 A.M.‬

‭2.‬ ‭ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS –‬‭William Cheever, Fong Lee,‬‭Peter Kazura  Steve Byers, Debbie‬
‭Pearson, Danielle Vortmann, Scott Spears‬

‭THOSE ABSENT:‬‭Debbie Pearson, Scott Spears‬

‭3.‬ ‭MOTION‬

‭It was moved by Mr. Cheever to excuse the absence of Scott Spears.‬

‭The following votes were cast on the motion:‬
‭Those voting Yes:  Cheever, Kazura, Lee, Byers, Vorthmann‬
‭Those voting No: None‬
‭Those absent: Spears and Pearson‬
‭The motion carried 5-0‬

‭Debbie Pearson did not make it onto the call‬

‭ALSO PRESENT:‬ ‭Jessica Garner‬‭,‬‭Director of Community‬‭and Economic Development‬‭;‬‭Rob‬
‭Smetana, Manager of City Planning and Development; Emily Grogg, Sr. Ass’t. City Attorney;‬
‭Jacob Nitchals, Senior Planner; Josie Suk, Systems and Administrative Manager; Heidi Van‬
‭Gieson, Administrative Specialist/Recording Secretary; Dixie Rodriguez, Administrative‬
‭Specialist; John Matthews,Applicant/architect with MA Architects‬

‭4.‬ ‭APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR –‬‭August 17, 2023 - Minutes‬‭are approved as printed.‬

‭5.‬ ‭PUBLIC COMMENT‬
‭None‬
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‭6.‬ ‭APPLICATIONS‬

‭DA2023-0077- 5690 Yukon Certificate of Compliance‬‭with Design Guidelines‬

‭Jake Nitchals stated that the applicant is looking to do facade modifications of the tabernacle‬
‭at 5690 Yukon. The staff feels that the modifications are going a long way to restoring the‬
‭facade to its historic condition and they support the project with the waivers given.‬

‭Mr. John Matthews with MA Architects presented the project. They are excited to be able to‬
‭restore the historical character of an existing church in downtown Arvada. The Arvada‬
‭Presbyterian Church began construction in 1915 and finished in 1916 with an addition added in‬
‭approximately 1952. They have been able to look back at the historical photographs and are‬
‭excited to be able to bring the building back to its historical look. The current look of the building‬
‭has been modified somewhat with windows boarded up and the original entry from the historical‬
‭photos is no longer there. The basement windows have been covered with a diagonal wainscot.‬
‭Generally the brick is in good condition. The owner would like to keep the historic integrity of the‬
‭building. They would like to add the original staircase and entry to the building and the window‬
‭on the belltower will be added back in. The diagonal wainscoting will be removed from the‬
‭basement windows. All of the window and door openings will be re-glazed based on historic‬
‭photos. There will be no new openings on the main level, they will work with the existing‬
‭openings.‬
‭They will be adding upgraded and new landscaping around the property as well as a dining‬
‭patio area to the east side of the building as well as new addition of a 20 x 20 ft deck. The new‬
‭lighting will be similar to the historic ones and meet the guidelines.  They have also had a‬
‭preliminary meeting with the colorado historic society, the owner is very interested in gaining‬
‭credits for renovation and reconstruction of the building.‬

‭In addition, all of the brick will be cleaned and the grouting restored.‬

‭COMMITTEE DISCUSSION‬

‭Mr. Lee stated that he has no comment.‬

‭Mr. Byers asked about the aluminum clad doors and what they would look like.‬

‭Mr. Matthews stated that the Pella product is typically used in historical restorations. It is a wood‬
‭door with aluminum clad.‬

‭Ms. Cheever stated that the staff report shows that the aluminum door requires a waiver.‬

‭Mr. Nitchals stated that the aluminum door is used quite a bit because of its durability.‬

‭Mr. Spears asked if the color of the roof is changing?‬

‭Mr. Matthews stated that the roof color will stay the same and he apologizes that the rendering‬
‭looks like it is darker. The goal is to work with the existing roof and if it does need to be replaced‬
‭to use a product that matches what was used previously.‬

‭Mr. Kazura asked about the back parking area, it looks like they are losing service parking for‬
‭outdoor seating.‬
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‭Mr. Nitchals stated that parking is not required unless there is residential uses in reference to‬
‭Land Development Code not Design Guidelines. He stated that they are also moving their fence‬
‭5 ft from the property line to create a pedestrian area off of the alley way. That space will give a‬
‭bit of leeway with service vehicle access.‬

‭Ms. Vorthmann had no comments.‬

‭Mr. Cheever stated that he is very excited to see a project that spending so much effort to‬
‭restore the historical aspect and to see some life go into this property. As far as the scope of‬
‭work he does not have any concerns. He is concerned about the glazing of the doors and‬
‭windows, that it does start to look too much like a storefront.‬

‭Mr. Matthews stated that it will be Aluminum Clad doors and they will be working with the‬
‭Colorado Historical Society to be sure that the final product meets their standards.‬

‭Mr. Cheever questioned the rendering of the doors, that they look like solid doors.‬

‭Mr. Matthews stated that they are glazed doors with divided lites.‬

‭Mr. Cheever questioned the removal of the railing on the belltower and asked if that was a‬
‭safety concern?‬

‭Mr. Nitchals stated that the belltower is not going to be an occupied space.‬

‭Mr. Matthews agreed that it will not be an occupied area.‬

‭MOTION‬

‭It was moved by Mr. Kazura that the partial waiver for Design Guidelines 3.35 (Replacement‬
‭Door Material) and 3.36 (Replacement Door Design) based on the determination that criteria‬
‭No. 1 and 2 on page 13 of the staff report apply and that to all other applicable design‬
‭guidelines, the application be found in compliance there within. Mr. Cheever amended the‬
‭motion to clarify that Criterion No. 2 is the criterion used to approve the partial waiver.‬

‭DISCUSSION ON MOTION‬
‭None‬

‭The following votes were cast on the motion:‬
‭Those voting Yes:  Cheever, Kazura, Lee, Byers, Vorthmann,‬
‭Those voting No: None‬
‭Those absent: Pearson, Spears‬
‭The motion carried 5-0‬

‭7.‬ ‭OTHER ITEMS‬

‭Mr. Smetana explained that there is a Pre-application for the old service station at Yukon and‬
‭Grandview. AURA has purchased it and is looking to possibly get users to make it into a‬



‭Page‬‭4‬‭of‬‭4‬

‭restaurant, and is looking to possibly add a canopy to the exterior. If they do move forward with‬
‭that project, the group will be seeing that hopefully in the next 6 months.‬

‭Mr. Byers asked if we would be bringing back murals to the group? Ms. Grogg stated that they‬
‭would only bring those to the group if there was a way to not violate first amendment law. Mr.‬
‭Smetana stated that if there was something that changed a historic facade or painting the brick,‬
‭that would be brought to the group.  Ms. Grogg stated that yes, they can look at location or a‬
‭mural, but not whether or not we like the mural.‬

‭Mr. Cheever asked if someone is going to be absent that they email the chair and vice chair.‬
‭Josie Suk asked if they could reply to the sender, chair and CED boards and commissions as‬
‭well. Ms. Suk stated that we have to keep track of attendance.‬

‭Group went around and introduced themselves for Danielle.‬

‭8.‬ ‭ADJOURN –‬‭9:50 A.M.‬

‭William Cheever, Vice Chair‬

‭Scott Spears, Secretary‬

‭Heidi Van Gieson, Recording Secretary‬
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